UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
If You Were Strip-Searched During Admission into the Cook County Jail
And You Submitted a Valid Claim Form in the Young v. County of Cook Settlement,
You Will Receive Additional Money
A federal court authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. You are not being sued.
•

In 2010, a settlement of a class action lawsuit entitled Young v. County of Cook, No. 06-CV-552 (N.D. Ill.), involved
approximately 300,000 pre-trial detainees who were strip-searched upon intake into Cook County Jail between
January 30, 2004 and March 30, 2009. The Defendants in that case were the County of Cook (“County”) and the
Office of the Sheriff of Cook County (“Sheriff ”).

•

Under the terms of the Young v. County of Cook settlement, the County agreed to pay $55 million, and the Defendants
also agreed to assign to the Class potential claims to additional monies from their insurers. Initial payments to the class
members from the $55 million fund were made with the understanding that litigation with the insurers would take time.

•

You are receiving this notice because the parties recently settled the insurance litigation, and that settlement will provide
additional money to the Class. If you submitted a valid claim form in the Young v. County of Cook settlement, you are
also eligible to receive a share of the monies recently recovered from the insurers.

•

•

You do not need to file a claim form or take any other action in order to receive a payment. The Claims Administrator
will mail checks to everyone who is eligible.
Your Legal Rights and Options in this Settlement
WHAT YOU CAN DO
WHAT IT MEANS
Receive a payment for your share of the money recovered
Do Nothing
from the insurers.
Remain a class member but write to the Court about why
Object
you don’t like the Settlement and/or the amount of fees and
expenses that Class Counsel asks the Court to award.

DEADLINE

Received by:
August 14, 2017

Your legal rights and options, and the deadlines to exercise them, are explained below. Read this notice carefully.

•

The Court in charge of this case still has to decide whether to approve the Settlement. Payments will be made if the
Court approves the Settlement and after any appeals are resolved. Please be patient.
Basic Information
1.

Why did I get this notice packet?

Records indicate that you submitted a valid claim form in Young v. County of Cook, No. 06-CV-552 (N.D. Ill.). The Court sent
you this notice because you have a right to know about a proposed settlement of a related lawsuit in the Circuit Court of Cook
County. That lawsuit was captioned as County of Cook v. American International Group, No. 12 L 2765 (Cir. Ct. Cook County,
Ill.) and will be referred to in this notice as the Young Insurance Litigation. The purpose of this notice is to inform you about all
of your options before the Court decides whether to approve the Settlement. If the Court approves it, and after objections and
appeals are resolved, an administrator appointed by the Court will make the payments that the Settlement allows. This package
explains the lawsuit, the settlement, your legal rights, what benefits are available, who is eligible for them, and how to get them.
The Young Insurance Litigation was filed on behalf of the class members (the “Class”) who submitted claims in Young v. Cook County
and against the following insurance companies and related entities: Illinois National Insurance Company, the Insurance Company
of the State of Pennsylvania, Lexington Insurance Company, AIG Claims, Inc. (f/k/a Chartis Claims, Inc. and AIG Domestic
Claims, Inc.), and AIG, Inc. The people who sued are called Plaintiffs, and the companies they sued are called the Defendants.
2.

What is the Young Insurance Litigation about?

The Young Insurance Litigation involved allegations that Cook County was entitled to additional payments from the Defendants
in relation to the Young v. Cook County lawsuit. As part of the settlement of Young v. Cook County, the County assigned certain
claims to the class members. Class Counsel has handled the litigation against the insurers on behalf of the Class.

You may review and copy all of the Young Insurance Litigation pleadings in person at the office of the Clerk of Circuit Court
of Cook County, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 W Washington St., Chicago, IL 60602.
Questions? Call 1-800-315-2291 (toll-free) or 312-273-4088 (non-toll-free) or visit www.cookcountystripsearch.com
Para Una Notificación en Español, Llamar O Visitar Nuestro Website
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3.

Why is there a settlement?

The Court did not decide in favor of Plaintiffs or Defendants. Instead, both sides agreed to a settlement. Through a
Settlement, the people affected will get compensation without the risk of further litigation. The Class Representatives and
the attorneys think the Settlement is in the best interests of the Classes. This Settlement is subject to a Fairness Hearing
described in Question 15.
Who Is in the Settlement
To see if you will get money from this Settlement, you first have to determine if you are a Class Member.
4.	How do I know if I am part of this settlement?
You are a part of this settlement if you submitted a valid claim form in the Young v. County of Cook settlement, including
everyone who received a payment in Young v. County of Cook. You are receiving this notice because our records indicate that
you submitted a valid claim form in the Young v. County of Cook settlement.
5.

What if I am still not sure if I am a class member?

If you are still not sure whether you are a class member, call 1-800-315-2291, visit www.cookcountystripsearch.com, or write
to Young v Cook County II – 5614, PO Box 2599, Faribault, MN 55021-9599. If you write, include your name, gender, date
of birth, and address. The Claims Administrator will help you find out whether you are a class member.
The Settlement Benefits – What You Get
6.

What does the Settlement provide?

The total settlement value is $52 million, which will be distributed as follows: (a) $32,500,000 represents a common fund
for payments to class members, as well any fees and expenses awarded to Class Counsel and incentive awards to the Class
Representatives for pursuing the assigned claims on behalf of the Class and any incentive awards for the Class Representatives;
(b) $8,666,666.67 is provided to the State of Illinois pursuant to the Illinois False Claims Act; and (c) $10,833,333.33
million will be provided to Cook County.
7.	How much money will I receive from the Settlement?
Persons who previously submitted a valid Claim Form in Young v. County of Cook will automatically receive a pro rata share of
the $32,500,000 common fund, after deducting costs of administering the settlement, as well as any court awarded fees and
expenses of the attorneys who pursued the assigned claims for the Class and incentive awards to the Class Representatives.
Pro rata means that the funds available to pay class members will be distributed evenly to all class members who qualify. The
Settlement Agreement in Young v. County of Cook explains in further detail how payments will be calculated. To get a copy, go
to www.cookcountystripsearch.com, or call 1-800-315-2291 (toll-free) or 312-273-4088 (non-toll-free) and ask for a copy.
How You Get a Payment
8.	How do I request a payment?
You do not need to take any action to request a payment. Payments will be automatically
issued to class members who are eligible to receive them. You must have submitted a valid Claim Form for payment from the
$55 million Young v. County of Cook fund to be eligible for a payment from the additional monies recovered from the insurers.
No payments will be sent until the Court approves the Settlement. Even then, there may be appeals relating to the Settlement.
It is always uncertain how any appeals may be resolved and how long it will take. Please be patient.
Currently, the parties anticipate that there will be multiple distributions of funds if the Court approves the Settlement, as follows:
a.

Payment One will distribute the pro rata shares of the first $19,500,000 of settlement payments in the Young
Insurance Litigation.

Questions? Call 1-800-315-2291 (toll-free) or 312-273-4088 (non-toll-free) or visit www.cookcountystripsearch.com
Para Una Notificación en Español, Llamar O Visitar Nuestro Website
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b. Payment Two will consist of a pro rata distribution of the remaining $13,000,000 of the common fund from the
Young Insurance Litigation, as well as a pro rata distribution of any funds from uncashed checks issued in Payment
One. In addition, class members may be entitled to receive additional compensation if there is a recovery in another
case pending in the Circuit Court of Cook County, against the County’s former insurance broker. That case is
captioned as County of Cook v. USI Insurance Services, Case No. 2012-L-008066. Payment Two will include a pro
rata distribution of the Class’ share of any funds recovered in the USI Insurance Services litigation.

Any attorneys’ fees that the Court awards will be distributed in the same manner, and on the same schedule, as the pro rata
distributions to Class Members.
9.	Do I need to submit any records proving that I am a Class Member?
No additional records or documentation are required.
10.

Will I have to pay taxes on my payment?

You may have to pay tax on your settlement income. The Claims Administrator will be responsible for all tax withholding
and reporting as required by law, including for issuing any necessary IRS 1099 form(s) to Class Members. You may or may
not be able to claim a refund when you file your tax return.
Your Rights
11.	Do I have a lawyer in this case? How will the lawyers be paid?
The Court has designated Loevy & Loevy, Attorneys at Law, 311 N. Aberdeen St., Third Floor, Chicago, IL 60607, to act as
Class Counsel in this case. The firm has represented the Class through all phases of this case and will continue to represent
the Class in the administration of the Settlement and on any appeals.
You do not need to pay for Class Counsel’s services. Class Counsel will ask the Court to approve an award of one third of
the $32,500,000 common fund as fees and reimbursement of the out-of-pocket costs they have incurred in pursuing the
claims against the insurers. Class Counsel will also ask the Court to award up to one third of any subsequent recovery in
County of Cook v. USI Insurance Services. The fees will compensate Class Counsel for investigating the facts, litigating the
case, representing the class at trial, negotiating the Settlement, and for any appeals. The Court may award less than the
amount Class Counsel seeks.

The Class Representatives will also petition the Court for payment of an incentive award not to exceed $10,000 each for
their work representing the Class. Class Counsel will file with the Court and post on the settlement website its request for
attorneys’ fees and incentive awards no later than two weeks before the objection deadline.

The Court has also appointed an administrator to send notice to the Class, maintain a settlement website, and process and
handle the distribution of payments to the class members. The costs for the claims administrator will be paid out of the fund.
You do not need to retain your own lawyer, but if you want to be represented by your own lawyer, you must hire a lawyer at
your own expense.
12.	How does the Settlement affect my legal rights?
If you did not previously exclude yourself (“opt out”) from the settlement of Young v. County of Cook, all of the decisions by
the Court in this matter will similarly bind you. You are not giving up your right to sue Defendants for claims other than
those at issue in the lawsuit.
Excluding Yourself
13.

Can I remove myself from the Settlement?

No. You are eligible for a payment from the Young Insurance Litigation because you chose to submit a claim in the initial
Young v. County of Cook Settlement. The claims pursued in the Young Insurance Litigation were part of that initial settlement.

Questions? Call 1-800-315-2291 (toll-free) or 312-273-4088 (non-toll-free) or visit www.cookcountystripsearch.com
Para Una Notificación en Español, Llamar O Visitar Nuestro Website
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Objecting to the Settlement
You can tell the Court that you don’t agree with the Settlement or some part of it, including Class Counsel’s request for fees
and expenses.
14.	How do I tell the Court that I don’t like the Settlement?
If you are a class member but do not like the Settlement, you can tell the Court why you think the Settlement should not
be approved. In order to object, you must send a letter that includes the following: Your objection must be personally signed
and include the following information: (1) your name and current address, (2) the specific grounds for your objection, (3) all
arguments, citations, and evidence supporting your objection, including copies of any documents you intend to rely on, (4)
a statement that you are a Class Member, (5) the name and contact information of any and all attorneys representing you,
advising, or in any way assisting you in connection with the preparation or submission of your objection or who may profit
from the pursuit of your objection, and (6) a statement indicating whether you (or your counsel) intend to appear at the
Final Fairness Hearing. If you are represented by a lawyer, he or she must file an appearance or seek pro hac vice admission
to practice before the Court.

You must mail your objection, so that it is received by the Court and the Claims Administrator no later than August 14,
2017, to (1) the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, 219 S. Dearborn St., Chicago,
IL 60604.; and (2) Young v Cook County II – 5614, PO Box 2599, Faribault, MN 55021-9599.
If you object and the Court decides against your objection, you will not be able to bring or continue a separate suit for any
claims covered by this suit.

If you previously excluded yourself from the settlement in Young v. County of Cook, then you cannot object to this Settlement.
The Court’s Fairness Hearing
The Court will hold a hearing to decide whether to approve the Settlement. You may attend and you may ask to speak, but
you don’t have to.
15.

When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the Settlement?

The Court will have a Fairness Hearing to decide whether to approve the Settlement on September 13, 2017 at 9:30
a.m. before Judge Kennelly at the United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, 219 S. Dearborn St.,
Chicago, IL 60604. You do not have to come to the hearing. If you want to speak at the hearing, you must request to do so
when you file an objection (see Question 14). Incarcerated persons do not have a right to be brought from a jail/prison to the
hearing. All written objections will be considered by the Court.
At this hearing, the Court will consider whether the Settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate. The Court will also consider
how much to pay Class Counsel and the Class Representatives. If there are objections, the Court will consider them at this time.
After the hearing, the Court will decide whether to approve the Settlement. We do not know how long this decision will take.
If You Do Nothing
16.

What happens if I do nothing at all?

If you do nothing and you are an eligible Class Member, you will receive payment. The answer to Question 8 discusses the
automatic payments you will receive.
Getting More Information
17.	How do I get more information?
You can call 1-800-315-2291; write to Young v Cook County II – 5614, PO Box 2599, Faribault, MN 55021-9599; email:
info@cookcountystripsearch.com, or visit www.cookcountystripsearch.com, where you will find copies of the Settlement
papers, the Attorneys’ Fee Petition, and answers to common questions. You can obtain detailed information about the case
by examining the court file located at the address listed in Question 2. If you wish to speak to Class Counsel, you can contact
Michael Kanovitz or Scott Rauscher at Loevy & Loevy by calling 1-877-722-2928 or emailing stripsearch@loevy.com.
Questions? Call 1-800-315-2291 (toll-free) or 312-273-4088 (non-toll-free) or visit www.cookcountystripsearch.com
Para Una Notificación en Español, Llamar O Visitar Nuestro Website
-4-

